
St.Germain & Associates, Inc.
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Compliance Triggers: The Devil’s in the Details



Underground Storage Tanks (USTs)

• Register new tanks, notify DEP/DES of change of 
ownership, major change or repair

• Annual testing (by July 1 ME)

•Leak Detection 

•Line Leak Detection

•Overfill Prevention

•Spill Buckets

•Stage I

• Spill buckets clean



UST Inventory Monitoring
• Daily Inventory – reconcile measurement against pump meter 
readings

• Annual Statistical Inventory Analysis (must have good data!)



Discharge Reporting
Maine New Hampshire

• Unless < 10 gallons AND

•Stays on concrete or paved 
surface

•Cleaned up promptly

•There is no impact or 
potential impact to 
groundwater or surface 
water.

• Log it!

• Report unless < 25 gallons AND

•The discharge is 
immediately contained

•Cleaned up promptly

•There is no impact or 
potential impact to 
groundwater or surface 
water



Hazardous Waste

• Label, date, send to Hazardous 
Waste facility

• Label, date, recycle

Maine New Hampshire



Universal Waste

• Store in closed container

• Label i.e. “Waste Lamps”

• Date of first waste in container

• Number of items in storage

• Secure w/ packing material & 
tape, send to recycler within 1 
year (extra 90 days if container 
is not yet full)

Stations generate Fluorescent Lamps, Cathode Ray Tubes, PCB Ballasts

Photo courtesy of Maine DEP



• Stage II – York, Cumberland, 
Sagadahoc counties when 
throughput exceeds 1,000,000 
gal. per year

• Training – at least one person 
per facility (can represent 
multiple facilities)

• Keep records of monthly 
throughput

• Tag out

• Verification testing 5 years or 
modification/replacement

Vapor Control

• Stage II – Hillsborough, 
Merrimack, Rockingham or 
Stratford counties & 420,000 gal/ 
OR after 11/15/1990

• Monthly inspection

• Annual pressure decay

• 3 year testing

Maine New Hampshire



• Aboveground oil storage in 
excess of 1,320 gallons

• Underground oil storage in 
excess of 42,000 gallons

• Plan must be certified by a 
professional engineer

Spill Prevention, Control and 
Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan



• Chemical Inventory/Tier II & 
Reporting Fee; March 1: 
hazardous materials inventory 
above the TPQ (10,000 
lbs~1500 gal.)

• Not required:

•Gasoline <75,000 gal. 
(UST)

•Diesel <100,000 gal. (UST)

• ASTs - example 2,000 gal. 
kerosene

• Annual Registration Fee; 
October 1

Emergency Planning and Community 
Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA)



• List hazardous chemicals

• Written Hazcom Program

•Training

•Labeling

•MSDS

Hazard Communication



• Monthly checks for fire 
extinguishers / annual check by 
professional inspector

• Fire Suppression system biannual 

• Facility representative must 
observe filling

• Max of 16 nozzles/operator on 
duty; max 8 in use simultaneously

Fire Prevention



• Stage II instructions 

•Do Not Overfill

•Phone number DEP / DES

• Fire instructions

•Stay in view of nozzle 

• NFPA 

Postings
Warning

It is unlawful and dangerous to dispense 
gasoline into unapproved containers.
No smoking.
Stop Motor.
No filling of portable containers in or on a motor 
vehicle.
Place container on ground before filling.
Discharge your static electricity before fueling 
by touching a metal surface away from the 
nozzle.
Do not re-enter your vehicle while gasoline is 
pumping.
If a fire starts, do not remove nozzle –back 
away immediately.
Do not allow individuals under licensed age to 
use the pump.
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